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From the Public Safety Director’s Desk
All too often we hear of a tragic event at a school 
or workplace where an active assailant acted out a 
nefarious plot to harm innocent people. We considered 
if we were doing enough to prepare city employees 
for the possibility of this type of event. While such an 
event is unlikely, it is not impossible. Therefore, City 
Manager Gifford tasked members of my department 
with completing a vulnerability assessment of City 
Hall. Officers Lorne Juday and Andre Torres, and Service 
Officer Andrew Hartung, completed the assessment 
to identify opportunities to improve the facility and 
presented it to the City Commission.

The assessment established several areas to improve 
City Hall which were well received by the Commission. 
The City Manager has made this a priority and we have 
begun to making changes to improve the safety and 
security of City Hall. Additionally, the Public Safety 
Department provides training to employees and 
groups to be better prepared for the unthinkable. 
Research shows that training will help you to react 
appropriately in stressful situations and could even 
save lives.  -  Jim Eddinger, 231-527-0021

Greetings, I am Danielle 
Haynes, the Deputy 
Director for Public 
Safety’s Police Division. 
I was hired with the 
City of Big Rapids 
in the Fall of 2002 
after completing the 
Michigan Police Corps 
Academy housed at 
Ferris State University. I 
was born and raised in 
Marquette, Michigan 
and take every 
opportunity I can to travel back to the U.P.  I met my 
husband while working in Big Rapids and we have 
since started our family here.

I began my career with Big Rapids DPS as a patrol officer 
before being assigned to the multi-jurisdictional drug 
team (CMET). My experience and training while on 
that team is ultimately what encouraged me to seek 
out a position in leadership, first as a field training 
officer and later as a Sergeant. In November 2018, I 
was promoted to Deputy Director.

As Deputy Director, I assist the Director in developing 
plans to improve departmental operations, crime 
prevention, and personnel development. I develop 
training plans, oversee the purchase and maintenance 
of equipment and supplies, and assist in investigations. 
Daily, I review and process information to ensure the 
accuracy of reporting crimes to the State and Federal 
Government.

Meet and Greet: Danielle Haynes, 
Deputy Director of Public Safety - 
Police Division

At the City Commission
At the regular meeting on Monday, June 17 the City 
Commission heard about a new State grant program 
to build affordable modular housing, learned about 
the process of testing and hauling biosolids from the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant and awarded a contract 
for the removal and disposal of biosolids for the next 
three years, and awarded a bid for a rehabilitation 
project of Runway 14/32 at the Roben-Hood Airport. 

The City Commission also attended the Wednesday, 
June 19 meeting of the Planning Commission to 
discuss potential zoning regulations for future 
marihuana businesses in the City. 



Area law enforcement have recently migrated to a new 
records management system which included a “build” 
process, historical data conversion, and training. Our 
dispatch center has also migrated to the same system 
for CAD (computer-aided dispatch) and all our data is 
now shared in one application. Soon, I plan to begin 
the capital improvement process of acquiring riot 
gear in the event of civil unrest.

My favorite annual event in Big Rapids is the Festival 
of Lights parade. I love to see the community bundled 
up and excited for the holidays, gathered together 
along Michigan Ave. awaiting the arrival of Santa in 
his sleigh. My daughter loves to be outside, regardless 
of cold temperatures… the candy may have a role in 
her enjoyment of the parade. 

By the Numbers: 04/21-05/04
Dial-a-Ride Service
• 3,058 Total Passengers
• 3,058 Demand Response Passengers
• 391 Adult Riders and 1,102 Child Riders
• 1,565 Senior or Disabled Riders
Public Safety
• Fire Division responded to 40 calls for service.
• On Saturday, June 8, the Fire Division trained on 

river rescue along with the Mecosta County Dive 
Team in Hemlock Park. 

• On Monday, June 10, Fire crews assisted the 
MOCC with 2 vehicle extraction demonstrations. 
Students were able to operate some of the tools 
used to remove patients from vehicles after 
accidents.

• Police Division Officers have been training with 
their new department-issued handguns.

• A series of larceny from automobiles from June 
10 was investigated and a suspect was taken into 
custody. He is currently lodged at the Mecosta 
County Jail and has been charged with larceny 
from an automobile.

Upcoming Events
Big Rapids Community Library
• This Saturday is the annual Friends of the Library 

Chicken BBQ Fundraiser at the Sawmill Saloon 
from 4-9PM. Food and music for a good cause.

• Join us Wednesday, June 26 at 11AM for All 
Creatures Foundation Presents “Bats!”

• Summer Reading Kickoff is Friday, June 28 from 
11AM-2PM behind the Library in Anna Howard 
Shaw Memorial Park. Learn about this summer’s 
theme “Universe of Stories” and how to track 
your reading, attend programs, and enter for 
prizes. Free hot dogs, music, and much more. 
Get a photo in a space ship!

Check the Library website for more event details. 

Meet and Greet continued.

Recent firearms training with the new Public Safety service weapon.

Public Safety Department in the annual Holiday Parade.


